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the Grand Trunk Road through Barrackpore, having
crossed the ferry at Pulta, would land, and not infrequent-
ly, be pounced upon by highwaymen. The estate covered
by the modern mill was presented by the Nawab of Mur-
shedabad to Sir Eyre Coote. At least so said both
Warren Hastings and the General: Sir Philip Francis
professed scepticism.
getrety.
A   large   strip of   ground lying between  the Grand
Trunk Road and the river belongs to the French, and is.
known to history as Ghirety and to the native as Farash-*
ganj.   At the North end of this strip are the ruins o£the
Garden Palace of the French Governors of Chtodernagore.
The French estate here, to be  accurate, consists of 120
bigahs between the Trunk Road and the Hughli,  and a
small plot on the West of the Grand Trunk Road.
*'If there be any one place in Bengal, after gout with its rained palaces and
mosques, which presents an air of the most melancholy desolation, heightened
hy the remembrance of its former beauty and cheerfulness, it is this country
house of the French Governors of Chandernagore. Whether wfr pass it from
the river side, or look at it from the road,it wears the appearance of the thick-
est jungle of the Soondurbuns, where the imagination pictures to itself the
footmarks of the tiger and wild deer. At the northern extremity of the grounds
are the remains of its once splendid mansion, which has become so entirely
dilapidated as to be scarcely evenfpicturesque. In this house, seventy years
ago, were assembled the beauty and fashion of Chinsurah, Chandernagore,
Serampore, and Calcutta. The walls of the saloon, which was thirty-six feet
in height and of proportionate width and length, were adorned with paintings
and when in all its splendour, and filled with company, must have carried the
mind to some of the public rooms in the Chateau of Versailles. Here the
Governor of Chandernagore entertained Olive and Verelst and Hastings and
Sir William Jones, with a degree of magnificence little inferior to that exhibit
ed in the Old Government House in Calcutta. The long alley of magnificent
trees to the north of the house was formerly filled with the carriages of guests
to the number, it is said, of more than fifty. Captain Stavorinus tells us that,
on the 22nd of February 1770, the Dutch paid a national visit to the French
Gpvernor,and as these visits were accompanied with much ceremony, when the
guests was received at the chief factory, the Dutch Director preferred paying
it at the country seat of Ghirety. The party set off from Chinsurah at four
o'clock in six carriages, and reached the Chateau at six, where they were
received at the bottom of the steps and conducted into a large saloon, in which
the principal ladies and gentlemen of Chandernagore were assembled. At
seven, the Dutch guests were invited to witness a play in a slight building,
which had been erected for the purpose. The play was over at ten, when they
were led into a large room, in which a hundred ladies and gentlemeh sat down
to an-elegant stipp&r. The party broke up at one, and returned to Cn**
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